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Scotch Pope 
Not Infallible, &c. 


r IT Mo NG all the Pretenders to 
nes Light, there are none 
Js; \ who have a greater Opinion of 
2 OW 7 themſelves, and vaunt more 
of their Performances, or look 
down with greater Contempt 


on all others, than the Presbyterians, who 


continually make it their Buſineſs to find 
Fault with every thing that ſuits not their 
own Way; and that generally with no other 
View than to appear ſingular, and be look'd 
on as Perſons of uncommon Sanctity, Jadg- 


mente and Penetration. Even the divine 


A 2 Ora .. 


* —4 —— >» ww - — —— wy — - 


'the Bible, but the- 
; utmoſt Contem : They will be 


larly the Writings of St. Paul, the great * 


— —— — — —— 


(4) 


Oracles, tho infallible, and never ſo plain, 


cannot eſcape this Tribe; will 
| 1 Gb ſacred Text, and 8 3 
It 


right or TIES 


vient to peak on Self. 
wy Hill's 
Almighty himſelf ro the 


tho" by ſo-doing 


at the Jew Toltament, and x 


ſtle of the Gentiles, againſt ſome of whoſe 
Doctrines they have 4 rooted Abhorrence ; 
and while they are endeavouring to bring us 
back again into Subjection under the Law of 
Moſes, - and ding the Lord that bought 
them, they are frequently detracting — 
the Credit of this inſpired Author; — other 
times wreſting his Wards to their own Sefiſe, 

they care not what Abſurdities and Contradi- 
ctions they make him guilty of, if they can 
bar ſhew their Art, and propagate ther on 
Notions, and thereby — thyir fy. 


ſelfiſh Deſigns. N 


1 KAN N 


— bens bar cf f die Eray 1 Mn 
ant Inſtance in his Remar 5 on 


Dy. "Bentley's Sermon On the Fifth of N 


vember, 1715. He takes Occaſion, Wer 
Pretence of finding Fault with Dr. Bentley 8 
Criticiſm, not only to expoſe and wound ts 
better Part of the Clergy of the Church of 
Fngland, but alfo to wreſt and miſconſtrue 


fey cra} Texts of Scripture, in order to _— 
is 


Ld 
* 1 
1 
* 


o 
= 
* 
M 


s Garl 3 og al 
his darling Doctrine of Partial Redetpption, 
and —— Election and Reproba- 
tiom; that is to ſay, that under Colour 
of 'this awful Diſpenfztion, as my Friend 
calls it; he, Myggleton like, may have 
he Power of: faving and damning whom he 
afes, while no Man dare ſay his Soul's 
is wn. I muſt confeſs, if Maſter Joby 
could gain this, it would be no ſmall Prero- 
gative, ſuch a one, as would raiſe a Scotely 
Apoftle even above the Pope himſelf. But 
tho' Maſ. John does his utmoſt to prepoſſeſs 
his Readers with an Opinion of the Merit 
and Importance of his Diſcoveries; yet if we 
Kamine them with Care and Truth, they 
wilt platnly appear to be nothing but Snares 


and Gins laid to eatch and ſubdue filly Peo- 


ple, betraying at the ſame time to Men of 
Senſe, the Confidence, Pride, Malice, and 
arrogant Deſigns of their Author, Were it a 
Sir of Ignorance, Charity, and the Meanneſs 
of the Performance would have prevatFd 
with us wholly to have paſs'd it by with 
Contempt and Neglect; but when fuch 
Tools, who but a few Years ago (by Laws 
not yet repeaFd) were liable to be commit- 
ted as Movers of Sedition, fhall pervert Pla- 
ces of Scripture 


Church 


10 6 
Church it ſelf, it then becomes a Duty in 
every honeſt Man, in order to prevent the 
Miſeries of 1648, to oppoſe and to expoſe 
em; at leaſt, tis excuſable, that wy well- 
meaning Pen ſhould lay open their ſly De- 


ſigns, leſt ſuch ill-deſigning Wretches f ould 


—_ triumph over Innocence, without 
Controul ; and as in former times the moſt 
villainous and ſcandalous Detraction, under- 
mine and ruin Truth it ſelf... But — us hear 
what my Friend John has to ſay for himſelf. 


And paſling by his Phraſe of Torturing of 
Words, which, how good Scotch — it 
may be, ſounds like very indifferent Engliſh, 


he begins with the Detail of his Library, 


viz. Pool's Synopſis,” Beza's Annotations, and 
the Engliſh Commentaries, and lets us ſee, 
that what Criticiſm the Doctor advances may 
be found in all them; which, how great 2 
Refutation it is of the Doctor, L leave _ 
one to judge. 


But, I muſt confeſs, I carinot but agree 
with Mr. Commins in what he ſays in his 
next Section; namely, that it is certainly a 
great Corrupting the Word of God, or Dea- 
ling deceitfully with it, to mingle "therewith 
the Inventions of Superſtition, or to put falſe 
and heretical Gloſſes upon it; of which I 
think it is not difficult to prove: Maſ. John, and 


the Freevy terian Tribe more guilty than any 


others, 


— 


Sh, 
ethers,” and that in the very Fundamentals of 
Ginny, nay indeed ef all Religion; it 

therefore behoves all Chriſtians, nay, 
alle would not have all Religion rooted ou 

\ of the World, to keep a very ſtrict Eye and 

1 Hand on ſucive vile and dangerous Impoſtors. 


| - But to go on; this ;nfallibt Tescher tells 


us the divine Oracles are infallible ; that is, 
if J underſtand Engliſh, do not, or cannot 
err; yet a Section or two after, he tells 
us, that the Article (5) (which being in or 
out, quite alters the Senſe) 1s redundant, as it 
is in divers others of St. Paul's Epiſtles; that 
s to ſay, according to Mr. Commins, when 
St. Paul writes to pleaſe Mr. Commins, he is 
infallible; whenhe condemns our Mal. obn, 
he talks like an Apothecary, and uſes Nords 


0 0 Furpoſe. 


1 00 Jobne, admitting the divine Oncket to 
be infillible, muſt all that ever copied or 
printed them be fo too? Ah Friend, I fee 
thou at leaſt art not ſo ; and which doſt thou 
think does molt prey on theſacred Text, and 
expoſe the: Bible to Contempt, he who daſhes 

out whole Words as redundant, or he wh6 


puts a plain and rational Conſtruction on 
| them? 


When after the lrbbeümetlan the divine 
Oracles were truſted to every private Inter- 
pretation, 


— 


1 
pretation, and the ſacred Revenues dedieated 
£0 the Church of God were ſquander d away 
| Into Lay Hands, then it was that, Jerofears 
| like; Prieſts were made of the meaneſt | of 
* the People; chen every gifted Cobler, 'who | 
| had Light enough to guide him to his Neigh 
[ bour's Pockets, ſet up for Inſpiration; and 
| | finding the Alm of the Heqple a more plen- | 
| 


nul Livelihood chan his own Trade, ſoon | 
became a Trader in the Profeſſon of the G. 


| | 
pel, in a literal. Senſe, making of their ſeem- 
| ing Godlineſs, great real Gain. It is not to 
5 be wonder d at then, that thoſe whoſe very 
| Bread, depends on propagating new-fangled 


} Notions, ſhould do their utmoſſ to eſtrange 
[ their People, from the purer and eſtabliſbed 
| | Articles of the Chriſtian Fah; ar that the 
| Purity of the Chriſtian Faith is in i great 
| Meaſure loſt by this Way of propagating the 


| Reformation. Nor, Maſ. John, has there 
|| been ſince the Lime of our bleſſed Savivur 
and Redeemer, ſuch a dateſtable Km a 
| or ſuch ſcandalous Traders in Religion, ag 

| our modern Presbyterian, Ocœaſional Contor- 
| mity Men, who went backwards and forwards 
| between Chriſt and Belial, as it — 
| I 


their temporal Advantage, ſu long, 


canvinc'd all the World, even more than the 
| Times of Cromwell, that the Presbyterians 
bl have no Religion but their temporal Intereſt, 
| nor no Principle, but that Dominion is un 
| ded in Grace, -*Tis to ſupport this deg Self- | 


| Inte- 


| 


Se ies 


: 


1 

Intereſt, this thriving Principle, that they 
damn all the reſt of Mankind but themſelves, 
that they father on God Doctrines more ab- 
ſurd and pernicious than Tranſubſtantiation, 
in telling us, that the All- juſt and All- merci- 
ful Almighty acts contrary to thoſe holy and 
good Laws which he hath ſo oſten declared 
himſelf to work by; that he has propos'd a 
Goſpel to the moſt Part of Mankind which 
he never intended they ſhould believe or 
obey ; that he notwithſtanding earneſtly in- 
vites them to what he knows himſelf he hath 
rendred impoſſible by denying em ſufficient 
means; and that, as he will reward with 
everlaſting Bliſs Actions which himſelf irre- 
ſiſtibly produced, ſo he will eternally damn 
the greateſt Part of miſerable Mankind for 
Sins to which he has unavoidably predeſtina- 
ted them: And all this (if you will but take 
their Word for it) to illuſtrate his Juſtice, 
his Power and Glory; nay, his Mercy too; 
which Doctrine at once cuts up all Religion 
by the Roots, and turns God into the Devil, 
by making him the Author of all Sin, Theſe, 
Joby, are our new enlighten'd Saints, who 
ke the Epicureans the Doctor mentions, tho 
they denied and derided the Gods, would 
yet gladly accept of a fat Place, and to gain 
an ample Revenue, would kneel at thoſe ve- 
ry Altars which they not only ſilently, but 
openly laugh'd at, and deteſted; and this Lea- 
ven you confels, Joohny, is ſtill fermenting 

E among 


( 10 ) 


among you; and it ſeems true by your vigo- 
rous, unwearied Endeavours to take off the 
Occaſional Act, which, Foobny, wiſer Men 
than either you or I are of Opinion no Man 
can do, without calling his Honeſty very 
much in queſtion: Nay, I believe no Sect 
but our modern Presbyterians will ever pre- 
tend, that the making Religion a ſtalking 
Horſe for worldly Preferment and filthy Lu- 
cre, 18 not a moſt ſcandalous Practice, 'and 
ſuch a Kan1naaz, as all People would be 
aſham'd on, but the Succeſſots of thoſe glo- 
rious Saints and Apoſtles, who were fo active 
in this Kingdom from 1641 to 1660, and 
who brought about in thoſe bleſſed Times all 
the Alterations and Confuſions which Anar- 
chy in Government, and Libertiniſm in Reli- 
gion could introduce; and theſe mad Pranks 
were effected with more Noiſe and Tumult, 
and by a more furious Rabble than ever were 
intoxicated with Zeal for the Church. So 
that whatever the primitive Chriſtians were, 
tis plain the Presbyterians are ſcandalous 
Weicon, Corrupters of the Word of 
God for filthy Lucre; Nor can it ever be 
otherwiſe, or any Stop be put to this vile 
Trade, while their Teachers, who perhaps 
a few Years ago follow'd a Gentleman with, 


his Cloak and Portmanteau, and void both 


of a liberal Education, or any ſettled tempo- 
ral or ſpiritual Preferment, are ſuffered to 


ſell Salvation and Dawnation Inch by Inch 


& 


for 


2 ————— — — e 


| 


— 


(6110 
for cheir daily Bread. Theſe are thoſe falſe 
Teachers who make the bleſſed Inſtitutions of 
the Goſpel ſubſervient to their Maintenance 
and Pride, They adulterate the Word of 
God with nonſenſical, unintelligible Notions, 
and make great Oſtentation of their Learn- 
ing and Skill in abſtruſe Myſteries ; and they 
practiſe theſe Arts with Deſign to ſubdue the 
Underitandings of the People, and by ren- 
dring themſelves popular, more effectually to 
cheat their ſilly Hearers and Admirers of 
their Money: In which they have great Ad- 
vantages over thoſe who being ſettled in good 
Livings, preach the uncorrupted Truths of 
Religion, and with pure Aims at the Glory 
of God, and Salvation of Souls. And tho 
thefe fraudulent Dealers are not the 'major 
Part of Chriſtians, yet are they too many; 
and by their Craftineſs and Hypocriſy, their 
Guile and Flattery, ſeduce he ſimple and 
unwary, who cannot diſtinguiſh Truth from 
Error, nor ſuſpect thoſe who boaſt of their 
great Knowledge in the Myſteries of the 
Goſpel. W. 

I ;ſhall take no Notice, Maſ. John, of 
your College of Presbyters, or your Cætiis 
Fidelium, becauſe it would take up too much 
Room here to enter into the Controverſy 
about the Primitive Church Government; 
for your better underſtanding whereof, 1 
wauld advife- you -to read, among others, 
A103 B 2 Hooket's 


6 
Hooket's Preface to his Eccleſiaſtical Polity, 
and Book V. Sect. 78. and Bilſon on the 
Perpetual Government of Chriſt's Church; 
which when you have done, I believe we ſhall 
hear no more of your Noiſe on that Head; 
tho', if we do, it matters not much, ſince 


your doughty Performance ſhews you to 


have neither a competent Skill in the literal 
Conſtruction of Greek Words, nor that your 
Judgment in the Interpretation of Scripture 
is in any wiſe to be rely'd on. 


And now having ſpent ſome of his Ve- 


nom in nibbling on the Doctor's Criticiſm, 


my Friend Commins begins a little to ſhew 
hiioſelf, and to cxert his glorious Preroga- 
tive of damning all the World but the Kirk 
(and no Wonder, for this is the Bottom of 
the Quarrel). And tlio' our Saviour tells 
us Mark xvi. 16. and other Places of the 
New Teſtament, that he that beiieveth, and 
is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, Mal. John ſays 
no ſuch Matter; for chat Communion hath 
Light with Darkneſs £ what Concord hath 
Chriſt with Belial ? Notwithſtanding they pro- 


feſs Fa'th in the bleſſed J7eſis, and own him 


to be God, and were baptized in his bleſſed 
Name; nay, tho' they actually live moſt ho- 
ly and unblanmble Lives, (as Thouſands'moſt 
certainly do who are no Presbyterians): JT, 
becauſe they do not profeſs themſelves viſible 
Members of the Kirk, that is to ſay, —_ 
| n- 


, 332 
— * — 


—- 
» ny a Edt oe, bl 


| 
| 
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Contributers to John Commins and his Fra- 
ternity, they are made to be damn d from all 
Eternity. This is exactly what he blames in 
the Papiſtis, who are fo very ſevere, as uni- 
verſally to condemn all thoſe as Schiſmaticks, 
Hereticks and Infidels, who are not caſt in 
the Roman Mold. And, conſidering the 
gainful and profitable Uſe made of the Word 
Church (which in Scripture Account is the 
fame with the Body of Chriſt) by a ſchif- 
matical Party among us, who appropriate 
that bewitching Monoſyllable only to their 
own Sect, one may naturally conclude, that 
this impious Tenet of Popery is the moſt fun- 
damental Article in the Presbyterian Creed. 
To ſupport which, my Friend John, with 
his uſual Skill and Addrefs, quotes only 
1 Cor. xii. 13. than which nothing can make 
more againſt him, the Apoſtle telling us in 
thas Text, thar by one Spirit are we all bapti- 
Sed into one Body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentil-s, whether we be bond or free, and 


| have been all made to drink into one Spirit; 


which Spirit he gives us to underſtand what 


it is in the third Verſe of the ſame Chapter, 


telling us, that no Man ſpeaking by the Spirit 
of God calleth Jeſus accurſed; and that nc 
Man can ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, but b 
the Holy Ghoſt: And throughout the whole 
Chapter, under the Similitude of a natural 
Body, he deſcribes the different Degrees of 
Perfection which Chriſtians may arrive mow 
above 


( 14 ) 
above another, and yet be all Members of the 
Hanes Body of Chriſt, which is the Church. 


Notwithſtanding which, damning Jabn, 
Draw- cancer like, falls into à violent Paſh- 
on with the Doctor for but ſuppoſing that 
ſome among the Papiſis may think and act in 
godly Sincerity, and may be ſhining Exam- 
ples of Piety and Sanctity. This Maſ. John 
calls a vile Proſtitution, and horrid Sacri- 
lege ; tho' if any. Ctedit may be given to fe- 
veral intelligent Men, who have lived both 
in Popiſb and . Presbyrerian Countries, and 
have made it their Buſineſs to obſerve their 
different Lives and Converſations, which is all 
Man can judge by, there are many among 
the Popifts, who, if they are not Members of 
Chriſt's myſtical Body, have ſomething much 
more like Chriſtians than they who count it 
ſo vile a Sacrikege to call em ſo. In which 
Caſe; tis to be feard my Friend Jobs 
has outliv'd his Sight, or had a viſive Faculty 
peculiar to himſelf, and is ſuch a purblind Di- 
vine, as labours under the Extremes of being 
blind, and imagining he ſees clearly. As for 
Dr. Bentley's Character, I ſhould ſay ſome. 
thing to it, had not his many famous Works 
ſo well eſtabliſſid it already, that tis obvious 
to all the World, it can recewe no Addition 
by any thing I. can ſay, nor any Diminution 


—— CY 


® } eo w 


( 15 } 

| pretty plain this .1s not ſo mych a perſonal 

2 Quarrel of Maſ. John to Dr. Bentley, as it is 
an Attack againſt the Body of the Clergy of 
the Church of England, tor indeed all Man- 

Find who will not pay Contributions to Mr. 

 Commins and his Tribe, or fuffer themſelves 
to be quietly damn'd for not doing ſo. 


. 4 


{ But among all Maſ. Jobis wiſe Remarks, 
there is none more comical than his finding 
Fault with the Doctor for not touching on 
State-Affairs in his Sermon: It is but rother 
Day that the whole Nation was in a Flame 
by reaſon of ſome leſs guarded Expreſſions 
of a famous Divine in a Sermon on 5 very 
Day; then the oy of the whole Party was, 
that'twas a ſcandalous, unbecoming thing for 
Prieſts to meddle with Matters of State and 
Government in the Pulpit ; what had they to 
do with Paſſive-Obedience, Non-Reſjſtance, 
the Rights of Princes, and the like, Which 
were only of temporal Concernment? But 
now Dr. Bentley is to be ſeverely laſl'd for 
inſerting nothing of the Situation of publick 
Affairs in his Sermon. Ah! John, Jobn, I 
fear your Fingers itch to be again at Curſe 
ye Merog, &c. Doſt thou not long, accor- 
ding to our late bleſſed Days of Reforma- 
| tion, to calculate thy Sermon according to- 
the Gagette, to be telling oy 
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F 


--=-= Providence what it nuiſi do, 
Whom to avoid, and whom to truſt to. 
To diſcover ti Enemy's Deſign ; 

And which IWay's beſt to coumtermine : 
Preſcribe what Ways it bas to work, 

Or it will ne'er advance the Kirk : 

Tell it the News & th laſt Expreſs, 
And after good or bad Succeſs, 

Make Prayers not fo like Petitions 
As Overtures and Propoſitions. | 
Hudib. p. 48. 


Beſides, without this, Maſ. John could not 
have had ſo fine a Rub about the Tumults at 
Oxford; and thereby he muſt have loſt an 
Opportunity of expoſing the Univerſity to 
the Frowns of the Government. 


But I muſt own, there is no Part of Maſ. 
John's Performance pleaſes me ſo much, nor 
looks fo like the Words of an honeſt Man, 
as the Concluſion, wherein he declaims 
againſt thoſe who play faſt and looſe with 
Gals and make the moſt folemn Rites of 
our holy Religion, even the Seal of God's 
Covenant, Engines and Tools for to ſerve 
their temporal Intereſts, and ſecular Profit and 
Advantage, and was in Expectation every Line 
here, he would at leaſt have given one Wipe, 
one Stroke at Occafional Conformity, conſi- 
dering the Fairneſs of the Opportunity, — 

o 


F * 


. 
| 
? 


| 
5 
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how ſcandalous and frequent 2 Practice a is 
among our modern Presbyterian Saints: But 
he, poor Man, was driving an fo furiouſſy 
againſt two or three Clergymen of the 
Church of England, who, after having taken 
the Oaths, happened to be engaged in the 
Buſineſs at Preſon, that he had not time to 
animadvert on this ſcandalous Practice, elſe 
he would have told us, that there is nothing 
mare deviliſh than this ent invemed by 
Men of reprobate Minds, to elude the Ties 
enacted for the Security of the Government, 
and ſecure to themſelves an Influence over 
publick Affairs, to undermine and deſtroy it. 
The Papifts, who lye under the greateſt Se- 
verities of the Law, would not only bluſh, 
but even tremble at this Impiety. And of 
late Years they ſhew themſelves to be Men of 
more Honeſty and Conſcience than thoſe Oc- 
caſional Members of the Church of Exgland; 
for they refuſe the Ties which the others 
break thro”, as inconſiſtent with their Princi- 
ples and Religion. Yea, the very Heathens 
had a greater Dread of God upon their Souls, 
and durſt not mock the Almighty after ſuch 
an Appeal to Heaven for the Sincerity of 
their Intentions, ky 


How often has the Ward of God been 
diſtorted, and his Name profaned and blaſ- 
phemed by Men of this Sect, for the Service 
of the Kuk and the Good Old Cauſe ? And. 


C muſt 


(18) 


muſt not theſe be reckoned Kzmmko:,, Tra- 


ders in a Profeſſion? Or where ſhall we find 
in the whole Univerſe ſo mercenary a Set of 
Men? He that ſwears, and prays, and ab- 


hors, and ſhall profeſs to do it heartily, wil- 


lingly, and truly, upon tae Faith of a Chti- 
ſtian, without any Equivocation, mental E- 
vaſion, or ſeeret Reſervation whatſoever ; and 
ſhall farther atteſt to the Sincerity of his Pro- 
feſſion by the moſt ſolemn Rites of our Re- 
ligion, the Seal of God's Covenant; and all 
this, that under the Umbrage of his Oaths, 
he may the more covertly promote that Cauſe 
which he abjur'd, and ſwore againft,, what 
is he but a vile Factor to Libertiniſm and 
Atheiſm? If we believe ſome of the | 
Divines among us, that Impiety and Intideli- 
ty which have overſpread the Nation, are 
owing chiefly to the ſcandalous Ka, 
and abominable Shuffling of thoſe Presbyte- 
71ans and other Sectaries, who ſpeak and act 
contrary to what they {ſwear and pray. 
Abandon'd Wretches ! whom neither Wrath 
nor Conſcience, nor Oaths nor Sacraments 
can bind to their Duty! What Pity is it 
thoſe infamous Prevaricators, who have thus 
cauponated all that's ſacred, in ſuch a Manner 
as will leave their Name for a Reproach, for 
a Curſe to future Ages, had not one Laſh 
of Maſ. John's cenſorious Rod? Sure they 
deſerv'd it more than that Reverend Doctor 
of the Church, who hath been ſo ſevere 
1 againſt 
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againſt Popery, and hath fo nobly vindicated 
i the Doctrine of Univerſal Redemption, and 
N the glorious Extent of our Saviour's Sufferings 
and Death. It had been juſt to have bran- 
ded theſe falſe Brethren as the Shame, not 
ö only of tlie Precbyteriant, but of all Man- 
kind. But not one Word of this falſe Dea- 
ling in Prieſt or Laick is to be met with in 
all. Jahn Commins's Remarks. And yet no- 
thing is more certain, than that our Occaſio- 
nal -'Conformity Presbyterians, and other 
Sectaries, are in a ſcandalous Manner guilty 
of the Kama, which is condemn'd in the 
Doctor's Text; and it will puzzle one of 'a 
much greater Sagacit 2 Commins, to 
yindicate thoſe Ger emen from the Imputati- 
on of fraudulent Dealing, where the greateſt 
Simplicity and Sincerity are required, who 
profeſs to believe all the Articles of the 
| Church of Eug land as agrecable to the Word 
of God, and as containing their own Opini- 
ons; and take the Sacrament, the Seal of 
God's Covenant thereupon, when, in the 
mean time, they do not believe one Word of 
them in that Senfe wherein the Compoſers 
eonfeſſedly underſtood them, and which is 
'* themoſt obvious and genuine Meaning of the 
f Words themſelves, any other Conſtruction 
{ being manifeſtly forc'd arid unnatural. 1 
know not what ex Virtue may be in a fat 
Place, to render the moft horrid Prevaricati- 
on vanial; nor what Force may be in Equi- 
Ht 2 vocals 
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( 20 ) | 
vocals and mental Reſtrictions, to guard 
againſt thoſe Qualms that ſeem natural to 
Men when they diſſemble in a Profeſſion they 
unvardiy abhor: But all the Evaſions, Di- 
ſtinctions, and Hyberbatons that have been 
hitherto coin'd upon this Head by thoſe who 
would juſtify theſe Occaſional Conformiſts, 
theſe zwi, theſe Traders in Religion, 
will never fatisfy theampartial and unprejudic d 
Part of Mankind, of their Integrity who thus 
actually declare their Aſſent and Conſent to 
Articles of Faith, in order to qualify them- 
ſelves for Preferment, which, upon all other 
Occaſions, they teſtify their Abhorrence of. 


And thus much for Maſ. John's Railing 
and Ribaldry; we ſhall now come to the 
more ſerious Part of his Diſcourſe, on which 
indeed the whole Controverly, nay, indeed, 
all Chriſtianity, all Religion does depend; 
for there is nothing more obvious and certain, 
than that if every individual Man is eternal- 
ly and irrevocably doom'd by God to be 
ſav'd or damn'd before he is born (as Maſter 
Commins and his Tribe aflert) then are all 
Mens Endeavours, and conſequently all Re- 
ligion is fruitleſs, vain, and ridiculous; and 
every Man has no more to do, but to live 
as he pleaſes, and leave the reſt to God 
alone. In which Caſe even John Commins's 
Endeavours would be poor Endeavours in- 
deed; aud inſtead 'of giving him I (4 


( 21 ) 

Almas many of the profane perhaps wou'd 
think him inde to be toſsd in a Blanket, for 
vending ſuch blaſphemous Repreſentations of 
God, as, contrary to his repeated Declarati- 
om, at once deſtroy all Notions both of his 
Mercy, and of his Juſtice. This Doctrine, 
as Catvin has laid it down, is directly and 
evidently repugnant to the plaineſt Reaſon, 
deſtroymg the very Nature of Juſtice, - ag 
well as taking away all Virtue and Vice, and 
repreſenting God, inſtead of the moſt juft 
2 ö wary re; Be- 
ing imaginable : And this Miſtake proceeds 
—— conſidering God merely —— 
abſolute Lord uf the World, which is not 
the Caſe; ſince nothing is more plain, than 
that God hath made himſelf Rector of the 
World, hath oblig'd himſelf, that is, decla- 
red his Will to deal equally with all Men, 
and judge them according to their 'Works, 
and according to his Laws and Rules laid 
down and publiſh'd in the Gofpel (that is, 
not-by his abſolute Right, but by his ordinate 
Will, as tis commonly called) and therefore 
none ought to fear that God will deal with 
him according to the Power of his abſolute 
Dominion, without regard to Right or 
Juſtice, becauſe he hath now ſignified, thag 
he will act otherwiſe, h 


„ Moreover, if the Creator ſhould make Uſe 
of that exorbitant Power of damning his 
mno- 
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umocent Creatures for Faults and Sins which 


tis not in their Power to hinder or prevent 


{which thoſe who maintain the Doctrine of 
Abſolute Reprobation affirm that he does) 
God muſt neceſſarily by that very Action ab- 
dicate them from being his Liege People, he. 
cauſe the Will of deſtroying is inconſiſtent 
wirh chat of ruling them, and of ſaving and 
preſerving them in which Caſe, no Attion 
of theirs, ſuch as Repining and Murmuring 
at his Adminiſtration, or even ing 
his holy Name, could be criminal: {Which 
iable Canſequences. of the abovemen. 
tion d Doctrine, how abſurt they are, every 
Man, is a Judge, We may therefore us cer 
tainh and infallibly rely upon the Moral, as 
upon the Natural Attributes of God; it be- 
ing as abſolutely impoſſible for him to act 
contrary to the one, as to diveſt him- 
ſelf of the other. And as much a Contradi- 
ction to ſuppoſe him chuſing to do any thi 
inconfiſtent with his Juſtice, Gbodneſs, à 
Truth, as to fuppoſe him diveſted of infinite 
Power and Exiſtence. The one is contrary 
to the immediate and abſolute Neceſſity of his 
Nature, the other to the unalterable ReQi- 
tade of his Will: The one is in it ſelf an 
unmediate Contradiction in the Terms, the 
other is ap expreſs Contradiction to the neceſ- 
ſary Perfections of the divine Nature. To 

poſe the ane, is ſaying abſolutely, that 
ſomething is at che ſame time chat it is not 5 
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to fuppoſe the other, is ſaying, that infinite 
Knowledge can act ignorantly, infinite Pow- 
er weak ly: or that infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
nefs can do things not good or wiſe to be 
done. All which are equally great, and 
equally manifeſt Abſurdities. 1 | 


But fince Maſ. John ſeems to allow, that 
Abſolute, Unconditional Election and Repro- 
bation are not to be proved by natural Rea- 
fon, by confeſſing the Proof of them depends 
entirely on Revelation, let us therefore turn 
to the holy Scriptures, and fee what they ſay 
to this Matter, and I believe we ſhall find 
em far from ſupporting ſuch an Opinion, 
but — an very plainly the contrary; and in- 
deed I have often wonder'd to hear of ſuch 
great Doubts and Difficulties to reconcile 
Places of ' Scripture about this Matter, which 
to me ſeems very plain and intelligible, and 
which may be ſo to all the World, if they 
will but conſider the Nature of the two Co- 
venants which God hath been pleaſed to enter 
into with Man, and which are the very 


Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion, and 


which it wou'd have been ridiculous and tri- 
fling for him to have done, if there had been 
nothing for Man to do on his Part, to intitle 
him to what God was to do on his. The 
firſt of theſe we find recorded in the 17th 
Chapter of Geneſis, where God ſays to Al ra- 


bam, I will make my Covenaut between me 


aud 


ſeſſion, and I will be — Gad. An 
faid unto Abraham, Thou ſbalt keep my Co- 


venant. therefore, thou and thy Seed i after 
Cove- 


and thee, and wil mph thee exceeding 
And Abrabam fell on 


bliſh my Covenans between me and thee, and 
thy Seed after thee, in their Generations, for 


an everlaſting Covenant, is be 4 God imo 
thee, and to thy Seed after thee. And I'will 
give unto thee, and to thy Seed after thee, 

the Land wherein thou art a 3 2 


TIE God 


the Land of Canaan, for an ever 


thee in their Generations. This is my 
nant,” which ye ſball keep between me and 


von, and thy Seed after thee : Every Man- 
among you ſball be circumciſed. And 


Je-ſhall circumciſe the Fleſh of your Foreshin, 
int it ſball be a Token of the Covenant be- 


4 


twixt me and you. And be that is eight 


Days old fhall be 12 among you, eue 
| hs Man-child in your Generations, be that is 


in the Houſe, or bought with Money 7 


«ny Stranger, . is not of thy Seed. 


that is born in thy H , and be that is 
Fought with thy Money, muft needs be circum- 
eiſed: and my —— all be in your Fleſb 
for an everlaſting Covenant. And the uncir- 
numciſed Man-child, whoſe Fleſb of bis Fore- 
hin is not circumciſed, thet Soul ſball be ci 


off 


is Face . 1 957 


talked with bin, fo ſaying, As far me, behold, 
my Covenant is with thee, and tho ſbalt be 
4 Father of mum Nations. And I will efta- 


- * "we hs A . — . 
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off from bis People + be bath broken my Cauts 
nent. Gen. xl. a, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 
12, 13 and 14. This is the old Covenant, 
commenly called the Covenant of Works, 
and which was made between God and 
Abraham and his Seed, which was ſealed 
in Circumciſion, and was renewed: by God 
with the Children of 1ſ-ael at Horeb, at the 
Promulgation of the Law of | Moſer. This 
Covenant God frequently mentions, own, 
and refers to in Scripture, i. Edd. xix. . 
Dieu. vii. 9. and 12. Efal. cv. 8, 9, 10. Eſal. 
Cx. 45. Jer. xi. 10. XIV. 21. and xxki. 30. 
| 31, 32, and 33. Exel. xvi. 8. and 6a. 
Hag. ii. 3% and MXIii. 4, 5, and $ Heba vii 
6, 7. 8, — and 13. and other Places of 
Scripture. And this Covenant between Ged 
and Abrabar's Seed, ſubſiſted in full Fore 
| wal the Coming of - Chriſt the beloved, aud 


} the only begotten Son of God, who, in the 
Fiulneſs of Time, when the Seed of Abra. 
{ hem (to whom: pertaineth the Adoption, and 


the Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving 
of the Law, end the Service of Gad and the 
y P ramiſes I; Romans ix. 4. had yetheir Acc 
| ſed Provocations broken their Part of the Co- 
' venant, and forfeited all their Right and Ti- 
| tle therein, and thereto obtained 2 more e. 
b 


cellent Mini ſry, and became the Mediator of 
better Covenant, which was eſtabliſhed up- 
on better Promiſes, For if that firſt Cover 
nant had been u. then ſhould no TIF 
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baue been ſought for the ſecond. For fin- 
ding Fault with them, be ſaith, Bebold, the 
Days come ( ſaith the Lord) - when I will 
make a new Covenant with the Houſe of If 
rael, and with the Houſe of udab: Not 
acording to the Covenant that I made with 
their Fathers in'the Day when I took them by 
zhe Hand to lead them out of the Land of 
Hypt, - becauſe they continued not in my Co. 
nenant, and I regarded them not, ſaith the 


Lord. In that he ſaith, A new Covenant, 


he\bath made the firſt old. Now that which 
decayeth and waxerth old, is ready to vaniſh 
array. Heb. viii. 6, 7, 8, 9, and 13. Thus 
then vaniſhed, and was aboliſhed, the old 
Covenant, which was ſealed in Circumcifion, 
and which depending on the Performance o 

Mofesr's Law, was called the Covenant of 
Works, to which ſucceeded the new Cove- 
nant; and of this Covenant Chriſt is the Me- 
diator, and it was (ſealed by him with his 
bitter Death and Paſſion and Blood; and this 
is the Covenant of Faith and of Grace, and 
is ſealed by us in Baptiſm. This Covenant 
was not made as the firſt of Circumciſion, 
only with the Seed of Abraham, or with 
any particular Nation or Race of People, as 
the Jews; but with all Mankind in general, 


who ſhould believe in Chriſt as the Son of 


God, and be baptized in his Name, as our 
God and Saviour himſelf fays after his Re- 


furreſtion, and juſt before his Aſcenſion, 


laying, 


( 27 
fGying, Go ye into all the World, and preach 
the Goſpel to every Creature. He that he- 
lieveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved: but 
he that believet h not, ſhall te damned, Mark 
xvi. 15, 16. For In the Beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God, Goſpel St. John i. 1. So the 
fame came for à Witneſs, to bear Witneſs of 
the Light, that all Men thro' bim might be- 

f lieve. He came unto his own, aud his own 
' received him not; but as many as received 
bim, to them he gave Power to become the 
Son of God, even to them that believe on his 
| Name, Goſpel St. John, i. 7, 11, 12. So alſo 
as Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wilder- 
| Weſs, ſo muſt the Son of Man be lifted up, 
| That whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 
3 periſh, but have eternal Life. For God ſo 
| loved the World, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhould not periſh, but bave everlaſiing Life. 
For-God ſent not bis Son into the World, to , 
condemn the World, but that the World thro 
him might be ſaved. He that believeth on 
him is not condenm d, but he that believeth 
not is condemn'd already, becauſe he hath not 
believed. in the Name of the only begotten 
Son of God. He that believeth on the Son 
bath everlaſting Life, and he that believeth 
1 not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath 
| of God abideth on him, Goſpel yas res ii. 
134, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 36. And this is 
| 92 the 


n N tas 


alſo be ſhould 
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the Will of hin that ſtut me, that every 
one-who ſeceth the Son, and. believerb on him 
— bave everlafling 5 — And 1 will 


at the laſt So zlfo veriqy, u- 
rely, 7} 2h unto 5 x = that helieveth on me 


bath everla bg Li Goſpel St. John vi. 40. 


47. So allo Cæjapbas the High- Prieſt pro- 


heſied, that Jeſus ſhould. 355 that Na. 
org And 2 that Nation . but that 
at her together in one tho 
Children of God that were ſcuttered abroad, 
Goſpel St. John xi. 51. 52. So alſo to bim 
give all the Prophets Witneſs, that thro his 
Name whoſaeuer ©beligueth in him ſhall re- 
ceive Remiſſi of Sine, Acts x. 43. 50 alſs 
be it known unto you therefore, Men and 
Bret hren, that tbro this Man is preached 


untp you the Forgiveneſs of Sins: And by + 


him all that believe are juſtified from all 
things. from which ye could not be juſtified by 
the Law. o * For ſo bor the Lord 
commande. ing, I have ſet thee to be 
a Ligbte of — Gentiles, that thou fbouldſ} 
be for Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth, 
Aud when the Gentiles heard this, they were 
#lad, and glorified the Word of the 4 
And "as many as terre ordained to eternal 
Life, believed, Acts xii. 38, 39, 47, 48. 
So alſo who wall render to every Man accor- 
ding to bis Deeds : For there is no Reſpect 
of Perſons with God, Rom. 1 it, 6, 11. So 


: al 
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the Rig beron ſue 


but nom 


ſr of God wd 


out the Late is men e Leung 2 
by the Lam J, even the 
— 7 reed 3 it by Faith if 

thew ** 


J unto all, und upon n 
elieve ; for there is no Diereme; for all 
have formed, and come ſoort of the Glory of 


God, Being juſtifed freely by bis Grate, 
thro' the Redemption which w in Jeſus Ch riff 


whom God hath ſet forth to be A P 

thro. Faith in hit Blood, to * dis 
Righteouſneſs for the Renn hn of Sins chat 
| are paſt, tbro the Forbearance Bf Go. To 
| 
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declare, I ſay, at this time, . \Righteonſ- 
neſs, that be mig bt be aff, ind the 9e. 
75 in Jeſus, Where ir 


him -which — 44 35 
| | then? Þ it exc wheat 
| | LS of Works ? Nay: But 


by the Law 
| of Faith. Therefore we conriude, that a 
| Man is juſtified by Faith without . rhe Pro 


of the Law. he mh God of the 

only ? I be not alſo of the Gentiles ? Tes, 
of the Gentiles alſo. Seeing it is one God 
who ſball juſtify the Circumciſion by Faith, 
and the Uncirtumciſion thro? Faith, Rom. iii. 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 20. So 


alſo therefore, as by the Offence of one - 
— came upon all Men to tends 


_ ſo by 8 Ri 8 [5 of” one, the free 

ft came upon all Men, unto 7 Fuſtification of” 
LA, Rs. v. 18. So alſo F thon ſhalt 
confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Jeſis, and 


| | ſhale 
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believe in thine Heart, that God hath 
raiſed bim from the dead, thou ſbalt be ſa- 
ved, for with the Heart Man believeth unte 
Righreouſneſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion 
is made unto Salvation; for the Scripture 
ſaith; whoſoever believeth on him ſhall nat le 
aſhamed. For there is no. Difference between 
the Jew and the Greek; for the ſane Lord 
over all is rich unto all that call upon him: 
For whoſoever ſhall call upon the Name of the 
Lord, ſhall be ſaved, Ch. x. 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13. For God hath concluded them all in Unbe- 
lief, that he might haue Mercy upon all, 
xi. 32. Know ye therefore, that they which 
ere of Faith are the Children of Abraham. 
And the Scripture foreſeeing that God would 
juſtiſy the Heathen thro Faith, preached be- 
fore the Goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, in thee 
ſball all Nations be bleſſed. So then they 
which be of Faith are Flaſſed with faithful 
Abraham, Chriſt bath redeemed us from 
the Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe 
for us; for it is written, Curſed is every one 
that hangeth on a Tree. That the Bleſſing 
of Abraham might come on the Gentiles thro 
Je ſus Chriſt, that we might receive the Pro- 
miſe of the Spirit by Faith; but the Scripture 
hath concluded all under Sin, that the Pro- 
miſe by Faith of Jeſus Chrift might be given 
to them that believe. But before Faith came, 
we were kept under the Law, ſhut up unto 
the Faith which ſhould afterwards be 3 
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led. Wherefore "the Lam was made ou 
Scboolmaſter, to bring us unto ( hriſt, that ut 
might be juſtified by Faith; but after that 
Faith. is come, me are no longer under a 
Schoolmaſter. For ye are ail the (bhildren uf 
God by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. For as many 
j you as have been baptized into Chrift, 

abe put on Chriſt, Gal. ul. 7, 8, 9, 13, 14, 
22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27. For in Jeſus Chrif 
neither Circumciſion availeth any thing, nor 
Uncircumciſion, but Faith which\ worketh 6y 
Love, Ch. v. 6. For every Man ſhall bear bis 


own Burden, Ch. vi. 5. Having predeſtinated 
us into the Adoption of Children by. Jeſiu 
Chriſt to hinſelf,, according to the good Plea- 
fure of bis Will, to the Practice of the Glory 
of his Grace, wþerein he hath made us-'ac- 
cepted in the beloved, in whom we have Re- 


the middle Wall of Partition between us, ha- 
Ving aboliſhed in his Fleſh the Enmity, even 
the Law of Commanaments contained in Or- 
dinances, for to make in himſelf of twain one 
new Man, ſo making Peace: And that be 
might reconcile both unto God in one Body by 
the Croſs, having ſlain the Enmity thereby - 
And came and preached Peace to you which 


Were 
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were afir of, and to them that werk nh 
For thre' him us bath beve an Acceſs. by one 
Spirit unto the Father. Now t herafare V are 
10 more Strangers and Foreigners, bus Fellow 
Grizzens with the Saints, and. of ihe Huuhald 
of God, Ch. ii. 13, 14, £5, 16, 12, 18, 19. 
which in char Ages was not ten- 
ta the Sous of Mem as it is now revealed u. 
to his bo'y Apoſiles and 2 by the Spt- 
rit, that the Gentiles ſhould bs Fells Aae 
end of the: ſama Body, andPaxiakers of. bis 
Pronuſ# in Chnif by. the Goſpel, whereaf I 
was made a Miniſter according to the 8 of 
the Grace of God given unto me, by the effe: 
dual Working of his Power, unto me whe: am 
lefs than the leaſt of the Saints, is this Gras 


en unta me, thai I frond preach the 
— = wiſearchable Riches ＋ Clrik, 
fon of the Myfry which fo rn Taka 
the Myſtery. w o inning 
2 World bath bean in 8 who created 
25 things by Jeſus Chriſt, ta the Intent that 


now ume the Prineipalitiet — Powers in 
ber ueny Places might be known. by the 23 
the manifold Wi jan ogy anon ac re 4+ 5 
eternal aſe ww ja Put 

Feſus RL whom we ys Boldnneſs 
and Acceſs with * by the Faith of him, 
Ch. iii. 4, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12: Thies 
a faithful Saying, and worthy of. all Accept ar 


tion, that Chriſt Jeſus came inta the World 
to Nen Sinners, whereof Þ am chief, 1 _ 


/ 
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to Tim. Ch. i. 15. For this is good and a- 
ceptable in the Sight of God our Saviour, who 
will bave all Men to be ſaved, and to come 
unto the Knowledge of the Truth, For there 
is one God, and one Mediator between God | 
and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, who' gaue | 
bimſelf a Ranſom for all, to be teſtified in 
due time, Ch. Ii. 3, 4, 5, 6. This is a faith- 
ful Saying, and worthy of al Acceptation. 
For therefore wa beth labour and ſuffer Re- 
proach, becauſe we truft m the living God, 
who is the Saviour of all Men, eſpecially of 
thoſe that believe theſe things, command and 
reach, Ch. iv. 9, 10, 11. By ſo much was 
Jeſus made a Surety of a better Teſtament ; 
wherefore he is able alſo to ſave them to the 
utrermoſt that come unto God by bim, ſeeing 
. be ever liveth to make Interceſſion for them, 
Heb. Ch. vii. 22, 25. And for this cauſe he 
is the Mediator of the New Teſtament, that 
by means of Death, for the Redemption of 
the Tranſgreſſtons that were under the Firſt 
Teſtament, they which are. called might re- j 
cerve the Promiſe of eternal Inheritance, i 
Ch. ix. 15. But if we walk in the Light as ö 
he is in the Light, be have Fellowſhip one | 
with another, and the Blood of Je ſus Chriſt li 
bis Son cleanſeth us from all Sin, 1 Epiſt. of i 
John, Ch. i. 7. My little Children, theſe | 
things I write unto you, that ye fin not + And 
if any Man ſin, we * an, Advocate with 
wh Fly the 
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kbe Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous. And 
be is the 5 ropitiation for our Sins, and not 
for ours only, but alſo for the Sins of the 
*whole World. I write unto yon little Chil- 
dren, becauſe pour Sins are forgiven you for 
his Name's fate ho t: a Liar but he that 
denieth that Feſius is the Chriſt. He is Anti- 
- chriſt that denisth the Father and the Son; 
- whoſoever denieth the Son, the ſame hath not 
the Father, but he that achnowledgeth the 
Son hath rhe Father alſo,” Ch. it. 1, 2, 12, 
22, 23. Andthis is his Commandment, that 
2 fol believe on the Name of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt," and lore one another, as he 
abe us Commandment, Ch. iii. 23. Here- 
2 know ye the Spirit of God. Every 
Spirit that confeſſeth that Jeſis Chriſt 10 
come of the Fleſb, is of” God; and every 
Spirit 1 00 115 not, that Jefiu Chriſt ts 
come in the f ig not of God. And this 
75 that Spirit f Antichriſt Arn - your" hade 
Heard, that ib ſboꝛilil come, and even nw 


Alr eady is it in the World. In this was mu- 


. nifeſted the Love of Gord towards us, becauſe 
bat God ſent hir only begotten Son into the 
IN orld; that we mig bt live- thro” him. Here- 
in is Tobe? Nor that we loved God, but that 
he loved 790, and” ſehr") his Son to le the. Prb- 
pitiation V 011 Sing. Anil ave have: ſeen, 
and do ref 2555 that the Father ſent the Son 
20 be the Satigm of the Mold. I huſbe ver 
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ſbali confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of 
God, God dwelieth in him, and he in God; 
Ch. iv. 2, 3, 9, 10, 14, 15. Whoſo Felieveth 
that Feſus is the Chriſt, is born of Gd; and 
every one that loveth him that begat, loveth | 
him alſo that is begotten of him; for what- ö 
foever is born of God, overcometh the World; | 
and this is the Victory that overcometh the | 
World, even our kaith. Who is he that if 
overcometh the World, but he that believeth | 
that Jeſus is the Son of God? He that be- 
lieveth on the Son of God bath the Witneſs 
in himſelf; he that believeth not, God hath 
made him a Liar, becauſe he l alieveth not. 
the Record that God gave of his Son, And 
this is the Record that God hath given to 1s 
eternal Life, and this Life is in his Son. He 
that hath the Son hath Life, and he that 
hath not the Son of God, hath not 21 
Theſe things have I written unto zou that 
believe on the Name of the Son of God, that 
Je may know, that ye have eternal Life, and 
that ye may believe on the Name of the Son of 
God, Ch. v. 1, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 13. For I am 
not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt; fer it is 
the Power of God unto Salvation to every one 

| that believeth;, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to 
| the Greek, Rom. 1. 16. . the rather | 
| Brethren give Diligence to make your Calling | 
| and Election ſure; for if ye do theſe things, 
ye ſhall never fall, 2 Epiſt. to Peter, i. 10. 1 
4 E 2 The 
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The Lord is not ſlack concerning bis Promiſe 
(as ſome Men count Slackneſs) but is long- 
Suffering to-us-ward, , not willing that any 
ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould. come to Re- 
pentance, Ch. iii. 9. All which Places, and 
ſcveral more of Scripture fully declare the 
new Covenant, and that 7% Chriſt, God 
and Man, is the ſole Mediator of it, and that 
thro' his Blood all Mankind of every Nation 
who ſhall profeſs to believe in him as God, 
and in his Reſurrection, and be baptized in 
his Name, ſhall thereby enter into Covenant 
with God, inſtead of the Jews, and by 
means thereof, ſhall be entitled to the Grace 
of God, and ſuch Aſſiſtances, that they may 
be ſaved if they pleaſe themſelves, God in no 
wiſe breaking his Covenant, or damning any 
one who does his beſt Endeavour to keep his 
Part of the Covenant, and to live according 
to the Goſpel. And all theſe Texts are very 
reconcileable with Romans viii. 28, 29, 30, 
and 31, and Ch. ix. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13; 14, 15, 16, 1, 18, 19, 20. 21, 24; 
23, 24, 25. Iſaiab xlv. 9, 10. Epbeſians i. 
4, 5, 11. Mat. xx. 16. Ch. xxiv. 22, 24, 
31. Luke x. 20, 21. Ch. xvili. 7. Aci xiii. 
48. Rom. xi. 2, 7. Eph. ii. 18. Ch. iii. 11. 
Philip. iv. 3. Colo, iii. 12 1 Thefſ. i. 4. 
Ch. v. 9. 2 Theſſ. li. 13. 2 Tim. i. 9. Ch. ii. 
10. Tit. i. 1. 1 Pet. i. 1. 2 Goſpel St. John 
xvii. 12. Rom. ix. 13, 17, 18, 21, _ 
- h. 
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Ch. xi. 7, 10. 2 Thefſ. il. 10. Jude 4. Rev. xin. 
8; Ch. xvii. 8. Ch. XX. 15, Gc. Tho! I 
cannot but obſerve my Friend John, with his 
uſual Skill, ſtrangely miſapplies the gth and 
and 1oth Verſes of Iſaiab vi. to prove Eter- 
nal Reprobation ; for if he had gone on, and 
read but the two next Verſes, he would have 
read, that That Slumber was to laſt only un- 
til the Cities of Iſrael be waſted without Inha- 
bitants, and the Houſes without Man, and 
the Land be utterly deſolate and the Lord 
have removed Men far away, and there be à 
great forſaking in the midſt of the Land, 
Iſaiah vi. 11, 12. which is nothing at all to 
Maſ. John's Purpoſe. I muſt confeſs, there 
is ſomething more of Difficulty in Rom. viii. 
28, 29, 30, 31. which yet is eaſily recon- 
ciled, if we conſider this Place not abſolute- 
ly, but only to ſhew the Method God takes 
in bringing the Saints to Glory; and if we 
underſtand it in the Senſe of a Part of the 
Elect, for the whole, a Phraſe moſt uſual in 
Scripture, and in all Speech, and which we 
muſt do, unleſs we ſay, that all that are cal- 
led are faved, contrary to rhat of St. Mar- 
thew xx. 16. which tays, Many are called, 
but few are choſen. For as they are not all 
Iſrael which were of Iſrael, neither becauſe 
they are the Seed of Abraham, are they all 
Children, Rom. ix. 6, 7. Even fo all that are 
called, or all the Elect, are not 2 

. aved, 
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ſaved, as we may ſee in Judas, and other 
Apoſtates mentioned in the New '[eſtament; 
for that there may be a Falling away even of 
the very Elect, is apparent ſrom what we 
read in Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. where it is ſaid, 
For it is impoſſible for thoſe who are once en- 
lig hren d, and have taſted of the heavenly 
Gift, and were made Partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and haue taſted the good Word of God, 
and the Powers of the World to come, if they 
ſhall fall away, to renew them again to Re- 
pentance, ſecing they crucify to themſelves the 
Son of God afreſp, and put him to an open 
Shame. And St, Peter ſays, Wherefore the 
rather Brethren give Diligence to make your 
Calling and Election ſure , for if ye do theſe 
things, ye ſhall never fall, 2 Epiſt. to Peter 
i. 10. And St. Paul ſays, Wherefore my belo- 
wed, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my 
Preſence only, lu now much more in my Ab- 
fence, work out your own Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling, Philip. 11.12. So alſo behold 
the Goodneſs and Severity of God : On them 
which fell, Severity; but towards thee Good- 
neſs, if thou continue in his Goodneſs, ot her- 
wiſe thou ſhalt alſo be cut off. And they alſo, 
if they abide not ſtill in. Unbelief, ſhall be 
grafted in; for God is able to graft them in 
again, Rom. xi. 22, 23. Beſides, even in 
that Text God does not pretend to juſtify and 
glorify any but thoſe whoſe Faith and good 

Works 
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Works he foreknew would entitle them to it. 
Thus then are all the ſeeming contradict 
Places of Scripture reconciled, if we con 
der they prove and amount to no more, than 
that God in the Beginning had an Ele&, a 
choſen People, at firſt, the Seed of Abraban, 
with whom he entered into Covenant, which 
Covenant was ſealed in Circumcifian, and 
ſubſiſted in full Force, till Chriſt, the great 
Mediator God and Man, came into the World, 
after which all Mankind, both Fews and Cen- 
tiles, who ſhould receive him, and believe in 
him 28 God, were to be the Ele; or cha- 
ſen People of God, with whom God ente- 
red into the. ſecond Covenant; : which Cove- 
-nant is fealed in Baptiſm; and whoſoever 
will diligently and carefully peraſe the Wri- 
tings of St. Paul, who was the great Apoſtle 
of tlie Gentiles, "will f nd him conftantly--1a- 
bouring and endear ouring to prove, to per- 
ſwade, and to convince; em of no more: ttran 
this, viz. That God had all along from the 
Beginting of the World choſen . predeſti- 
nated all them of every Nation, who aſter 
the Coming of Chriſt ſhould profeſs to re- 
ceive him, und believe in m as the Son of 
God, and his Reſurtection, and ſhould: bc 
bap tized in his Nane, to berthro his Blood 
adopted into the Plate of the unbelieving, 
Jerus, who had rejected him, and as ſuch 
* be abfolutely and vnconditionalh ſavd, 
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whether they would or no, but only enter 
into the new Covenant with God, and there- 
by be entitl'd to his Grace, and his other Aſ- 
ſiſtances which God has oblig d himſelf to 
give em, and by that Means, and their own 
Faith and good Works, obtain everlaſting 
Life: And that both the unbelieving Jews, 
and all Gentiles who ſhould obſtinately per- 
fiſt not to receive Chriſt. as God, and to be- 
eve in him, ſhould therefore be rejected, 
and periſh everlaſtingly thro their own De- 
fault, Jeſus Cbrift being offered to all Man- 
kind, but the Merits' of his Death being im- 
-puted and applied only to thoſe who ſhould 
receive him and believe in him. And hence 
proceed the many Miſtakes concerning Uni- 
Ailnguſbmg be | e nn? 6 in not 

iſtinguiſhi twen the Actual and the Po- 
tential Imputation of the Death and Merits 
of Cbriſt, nothing being plainer in Scripture, 
than that Chriſt is to be potentially offer'd to 
all Mankind, who may embrace him, and be- 
lieve in him if they will themſelves, tho' the 
Merits of his Death, will be applied actual 
only to thoſe who ſhall receive him as God, 
and profeſs Faith in him and lus Reſurrection. 
And hence we may ſee the Source of the 
Miſtakes concerning the Elect, by diſtingui- 
ſhing between all thoſe who enter into Cove- 


nant with God in Baptiſm, and profeſs Faith 
in Chrift and his Reſurrection, | and thereby 


are 


(a) 
are juſtly. entitled to God's Grace, and ali 
other Aſliſtances on God's Part, to their Sal: 
vation, and that Part of the Ele& who keep 
the Covenant they have entered into; for as 
all the Jews who were circumciſed, were the 
Elect, or choſen People of God, before the 
Coming of Chriſt, tho many of them fell to 
Idolatry; ſo ſince the Coming of Chriſt, all 
who are baptized, and profeſs Faith in Chriſt 
and his Reſurrection, are now the Ele&, tho? 
many of, them do, not live up to the Rules of 
the Goſpel. So that by God's Ele&, thro? 
all the Scripture, can be meant no other than 
the Jews before the Coming of Chriſt; and 


after his- Coming, all Chriſtians, that is to 


ſay, that all who ſhould profeſs Faith in 
Chriſt, and be baptized, in his Name, ſhould 
be the Elect, and ſhould have eternal Life, 
if they pleas d, and be entitled to the Merits 
of Chriſts Death, and be made Members of 
his myſtical Body, and Partakers of the ſe- 
cond Covenant, or of Grace, which God has 
oblig*d- himſelf to give to all who ask it; and 
therefore are all Infants baptized in his Name, 
and Godfathers and Pledges uſed, that being 
all made Partakers of that Covenant, they 
might all be entitled to God's Grace, and to 
the N of Chriſt's Death; for otherwiſe, 
if Infants are doom d to be damn'd from all 
Eternity, notwithſtanding Baptiſm, which is 
the Seal, Token, * of Election, and 
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comes in the Place of Circumciſion, of what 
Uſe or Avail is Infant-Baptiſm? And in alt 
the Scripture is there no Mention of God's 
damning any Infants, who were, or ſhould 
be baptized, and had not committed actual 
Sin. Hence alſo is it, that the Baptiſmal Vow 
and Covenant, ,when broken 'on our Part, is 
renewable at the Table of the Lord's Supper, 
which Sacrament reſtores us to the ſame 
Condition, ' and to all the Benefits we were 
entitled to, at and by, our Baptiſmal Vow 
and Covenant; for God raketh not Pleaſure 
in the Death of a Sinner, but rather that he 
frould turn from his Wickedneſs' and lie, 
Ezek. xxxilt. 11. By this Notion of the Elect, 
we not only avoid all the Abſurdities and in- 
extricable Difficulties into which the fond 
Eſpouſers of the Doctrine of Partial Redem- 
_ and conſequently of Abſolute Prede- 

ination, muſt inevitably fall, and which 
are not only liable to moſt unanſwerable Ob- 
jections, but are alſo in themſelves miſerable, 
ſcandalous, and ſhameful Detractions from 
the moſt worthy Notions we can frame of 
God, as a juſt and good Bemg, and force 
Men to the affirming and maintaining as hor- 
rid Blaſphemy as the vileſt Hereticks, or the 
worſt Enemies of Religion have ever ventu- 
red to charge it with; for every one muſt 
ſee, that if this inhances the Notion of God's 
abſolute Power and Sovereignty, it 9 ens 
: | | at 
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that of his Wiſdom, and is moſt reproachfal 
o his. Juſtice, and incompatible with his 
Goodneſs and Mercy ,, that it limits the Me- 
rits of Chriſt, and makes all Religion a Jeſt, 
and the Scripture contradictory, and its Ef- 
fects mult create in thoſe who imagine them- 
ſelves of that elected Number, Pride and Se- 
curity ; and in others, who thro' a melan- 
choly Temper, Difappointments, or Miſcar- 
riages, are apt to think meanly of themſelves, 
Deſperation-: Whereas this ine, by af 
ferting only what is moſt plainly ſer forth in 
the Scripture, vis. That God had at firſt an 
Elec, a choſen People, the Jews, till Chrift 
came, after which Chri/? was to be tendred 
to wall Mankind; thoſe who refus'd him, to 
be juſtly damn d, and all who profeſs d to he- 
lieve in him, and be baptized, ould be the 
Elect, and enter into Covenant with God, 
and de entitled to the Means of Grace, and 
Hopes of Glory, which thoſe who ſhould 
perſevere in Works ſhould attain to, God 
foreknowing all this, but the divine Fore- 
knowledge no ways forcing the Minds or 
Actions o& Men, but that They ſtill may, 
and do work with abſolutely the ſame Free- 
dom, as N if nothing had been 
foreknown. is, Which is — agreeable 
to the divine Attributes, reconciles all the 
jarring and difficult Places of Scripture, and 
r us the moſt + 24 Notions of - 1 
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Love to Mankind in the Incarnation of his 
Son, is alone reconcileable to Reaſon, and 
hath the general Suffrage of the Fathers of 
the Chriſtian Church, and even of the Ma- 
jority of our firſt Reformers, as is notorious 
from their Works, and might cafily be made 
appear, would it not ſwell this little Piece to 
too great a Volume. | t HELL. - 

From what has been ſaid, tis plain, that 
all the Texts of Scripture, how contrary and 
repugnant ſoever they ſeem, are eaſily recon- 
viled, and are plainly conſiſtent one with the 
other, if we take but this Diſtinction and 
Explication, viz. That throughout the whole 
Scripture by God's Elect is meant only the 
Fete before the Coming of Chriſt, ' or all 
with whom he made the firſt Covenant; 
and after Chriſt's Coming, then all as well 
Heathens as Jer, who ſhould receive him, 
and believe in him as God, and be baptized 
in his Name: In a Word, all who are enti- 
tled to the ſecond Covenant, to which Faith 
in Chriſt and-Baptiſm are all that's neceſſary, 
as we read. Je that believeth, and is bap- 
tized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth 
not, ſhall be damn*d, Mark xvi. 15. and again, 
The Eunuch ſaid, ſee 'here is Water, eobat 
doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip 
faid, if thou believeſi with all thine Heart, 
thou mayeflt. And he anſivexed and ſaid, I 
% 7 $I believe 
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believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God; 
and be commanded the Chariot er fiill, 
and they went down both into the Water, both 
Philip — the Eunuc h, and he baptized him, 
Acts vill. 36, 37, 39. and other Places of 
Scripture. In brief, all Chriſtians, ' and by 
the Reprobate are meant only all choſe who 
ſhould reject Chriſt, and refuſe to believe him 
to be God; ſo that the proper Uſe of the 
Terms (Elect) and (Reprobate) now is only 
to diſtinguiſh all Chriſtians,” or all thoſe who 
by wer owning Chriſt to be God; have juſt- 
1y intitled themſelves to all the Benefits of 
the - ſecond Covenant, and to God's Grace, 
from all the-reſt of the World - who ſhould 
reject, and refuſe to own Chriſt as God, and 
by that Means are in no wiſe entitled to 
of the Benefits of the ſecond Covenant; 
in a word, only to diſtinguith the Chriſtians 
from the Jews and Heathens, So that (Elect) 
and (Chriſtians) are Terms convertible, and 
are only two Words ſignifying the ſame thing ; 
that is to ſay, all thoſe who enter into Cove- 
* with God, and not only thoſe who kee 
And even Rom. viii. 29, 30. which ＋ 
Faciouſly urg d to ſupport Abſoluteand Uncon- 
ditional Election and Reprobation, if duly con- 
ſidered, in ſome Senſe rather makes againſt it: 
For tis there {aid; that whom God did foreknow 
to deſerve it by their F aith, ec. them he prede- 
e &c. ſo that their F aith, Cc. was 
gneceſ⸗- 
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neceſſary to be forcknown before they were 
predeſtinated. Predeſtination therefore is no- 
thing but God's. ordaining ſuch as he pleas d 
to be call d, or more ſtrictly, ſuch as by their 
Faith he foreſau would be worthy of it, to 
be glorified, which is very far from maintain- 
ing Abſolute Election and Reprobation, in 
the Preolyterian Senſe; nothing being more 
manifeſt, than that there are Performances to 
be done on Man's Part, to which alone God 
has Regard, even in his Predeſtination; and 
that he has declar d, that he hath no Pleaſure 
an the Death of bim that dieth, wherefore 
turn your ſeFves and live ye, Ezek. xviii. 32. 
and that he taketh not Pleaſure in the Death 
of. 4 Sinner, but rather that ba ſnould turn 
from bis Wickedneſs and live,  Fzek. xxxiii. 
11. nay, that he is defirous that all Men 
ſoould. ſaved, and come to the Knowledge 
of the Truth; and that Jeſiss Chriſt gave 
himſelf 4 Ranſom for all, 1 Ep. to Tim, ii. 4. 
6. And our Saviour ſays, Cime unto me all ye 
that are beavy laden, and I will give you 
zeſt, Mat. xi. 28. by which tis plain, all 
Men may be ſaved, if they themſelves pleaſe; 
in which Senſe alone Univerſal Redemption 
can, and muſt be underſtood, God refuſing 
none who are willing to hold on, and to be- 
lieve in Chriſt, . as he will not deny, or re- 
fuſe his Grace, or any other Aſſiſtance or Be- 
net (Grace heing nothing but the 1 
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God gives) to any who profeſſing Faith” in 
Chrift, and by being baptized and entered in- 
to Covenant with God, ask it for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Merits of whoſe Death and 
aſſion will certainly be applied to all the 
Members of the New Covenant, or to all 
Chriſtians, if they will but endeavour to 
make their Calling and Election ſure, by wor- 
king out their own Salvation with Fear and 
Narr. 9 5 


How dreadful then, blaſphemous, and 
damnable, is the Miſtake (I wiſh it be not a 
wilful one) of thoſe who, confining” God's 
Elect to their own particular Sect, aſſert, 
that God has from all Eternity on Purpoſe 
made ſome Chriſtians, nay all others, but 
thoſe of their own particular Congregation; 
even Children who are baptized in the bleſſed 
Jeſus, and are uncapable of actual Sin, to be 
damn'd, tho' our Saviour himſelf ſaid, Swfer 
little Children to come unto me, for of ſuch is 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. xix. 4. Nay, 
I have known it common for ſome Indepe u. 
dent and Presbyterian old Women, to ca 

this damnableDodrine even fo far, as to di- 
ſtinguiſh the Children which they wilt have 
to be danm'd from their Mothers Womb; 
and not only deſignedly to bring them up, 
and educate them, ſo as to fit em for all 
Sorts of Vice, Folly; and Wickedneſs, but 


even 
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even curſe em from their Cradles, and proſetute 
em with the moſt deviliſh Rage, and infer- 
nal Malice, for no other Reaſon (they will 
tell you, if you ask em) than tis reaſonable 
for God to puniſh the Children for their Fa- 
thers Faults (which, Johnny, is the Devil of 
Predeſtination) thus puniſhing the Faults of 
one another's Husbands on their innocent Iſ- 
ſue, and blaſphemouſly and impiouſly deny- 
ing the Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour, and 
limiting and abridging, nay contemning the 
Merits of his bitter Death and Paſhon. But 
if he who deſpiſed Moſes's Law died with. 
out Mercy — to or three Witneſſes, 
how much ſorer Puniſhment ſnppoſe ye ſhall 
they be thought worthy, who have trodden 
under Foot the Son of God, and have coun- 
red the Blood f the Covenant. wherewith he 
was ſanctiſied, an unholy thing, and have 
done deſpite (not only) unto the Spirit of 
Grace, Heb. x. 28, 29. but to the general 
Aſſembly and Church of the firſi-born, which 
are written in Heaven, and to God the Judge 
of all, and to the Spirits of juſt Men made 
perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the 
New Covenant, and to the Blood of ſprink- 
ling, which ſpeaketh better things (and crieth 
louder, and is more powerful) than that of 
Abel, and who having died for the Sins of 
the whole World, re-aſcended up into Heaven, 
God over all bleſſed for ever, Heb. xi. 23, 
fn | 24. 
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24. And have not only endeavour'd to bring 
us again into Subjection under the Fews/h 
Law, but are reviving the damnable Arian 
Hereſy, by denying the Divinity of the ever 
blefſed Jeſus, lading Men with Burdens grie- 
vous to be born, but they themſelves touching 
nat the Burdens with one of their Fingers, 
Luke xi. 46. but have actually deſtroyed the 
umocent, and ruined Families under that Pre- 
tence; and all this only, becauſe God in tlie 
latter End of the Second Commandment, re- 
preſents himſelf to the 7ewiſi Nation (with 
whom he had entered into the Covenant of 
Circumciſion) as a jealous. God, viſiting the 
Sins of the Fathers upon the Children, unto 
the third and fourth Generation of them that 
hate him (as tho' God Almighty, who is Juſtice 
it ſelf, puniſhed the Children for the Sins of 
their Fathers) that is to ſay, in Juſtice puniſhed 
the innocent inſtead of the 1 or as if the 
Almighty, who (as is own'd by all) can deſtroy 
the whole Univerſe with a Puff of his Breath, 
was not Almighty, or wanted Power to puniſh 
the guilty when he pleaſed. But they never con- 
ſider, that this Part of the ſecond Commandment 
is only as it were a Simile, 2 Picture, a Repre- 
ſentation of God Alraighty in Terrorem, and. 
no Precept or Commandment, nor to be un- 
derſtood literally, but only in ſuch Caſes, and 
on Condition, that the Children perfiſt in, 
4nd continue the ſame Sins as their Parents: 
Nay, that God himſelf, as it were repenting 
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himſelf, and with Intent to ſoften the too ſevere 
Character he had juſt before given of himſelf, 
immediately afterwards in the ſame Breath, mo- 
derates it by ſaying, ſbewing Mercy unto: Thor: 
fand's of Generations (as the belt Expoſitors 
have it) of them ho love me, and keep my Com- 
manaments actording to what he ſays in the 
Pſt cxxxii. 12. If thy Children will keep ny Co- 
venant, and my Teſlomony that i foal tearhthem, 
their Children alſo ſball fit upon thy Throne for 
evermore. And even this would not paſs on the 
70 for ſome Hundreds of Years; God found 

imſelf obliged to explain, retract, and alter this 
Doctrine, as we may fee in Deur. xxiv. 16. 
where God ſays, the Fathers ſpall nur be put 
to Death for the Children, neither {hall the 
Children Fl t to Death for the Fathers ; 
_— Man "fall be put to Death for bis on 
And in 2 Kings xiv. 5, 6. And it cume 
— "poſe. that us ſoon as the Kingdom rame 
into his Hands, that he flew his Servants 
which had ſlain the King his Father; but the 
Children of the Mnrderers he flew not, arcor. 
ding to that which is written in the Book 'of 
the Law of Moſes, wherein the Lord noms 
manded, ſaying : The Fathers fall not be 
fo Death for the Children, nor the Chil 
Fe put to Death for the Fathers, but every 


Man be put ti Death for his own Sin. And 
again he faith, In thoſe Days t hey ſball ſay no 


more, the F athers have eaten 'ſowre Grapes, 


and che Clildrens Teeth are fer 'on-24ee', butt 


every - 
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every one ſball dye for bis own Iniquity : Every 
Man abat eateth. the ſowre Grape, his Teeth 
Hall be ſet on edge, Jer. xxxi. 29, 30. And laſt- 
ly, the Zezas ſtill making a By-word, -a Mock, 
anda Proverb, that the Fathers had eaten ſuxpye 
Grapes, and their Childrens Teeth were ſes on 
edge. God Almighty poſitively denies and re- 
tracts this Doctrine, and throughout the whole 
Exe f. xviii. ſettles all this Diſpute in as full and 
plain Words as tis poſſible, over and over again 
{olemnly promiſing and proteſting, that the Son 
ſhould not be puniſhed for the Sins of the Pa- 
rents, nor the Parents for their Children, but 
every one ſhould be puniſhed for their own 
Sins, as may be read throughout the whole 
Exe kiel xvii, which concludes with God's 
telling us, be hath no Pleaſure in the Death 
of him that dieth: Wherefore turn your ſelves, 
and [ive ye, Ezek. xviti, Theſe are God's own 
Words, and the laſt we ſind on this Subject; 
and we muſt conſider, that this was under the 
Levitical Law, and the firſt Covenant of Cir- 
cumciſion: For there is nothing like Viſiting 
Doctrine in the Goſpel, nor under the new 
Covenant of Grace, after our Saviour came 
into the World, who came to ſoften and take 
off the Rigour and Edge of the Law, ſaying, 
Come unto me all ye that labour, and are hea- 
wy laden, and I will give you reſt, Mat. xi. 28. 


How different is this Repreſentation of God 


from that made of him by our Presbyterians ? 
| G 2 Here 


e 

Here is an All-wiſe, All- juſt, All-mercift! 
God, ſeeking after, and deſiring the Salvation 
and Happineſs of all Men, and graciouſly fo; - 
giving upon Repentance, even all their own 
Tranſgreſſions; theirs is a Repreſentation of 
a revengeful, unjuſt, malicious, implacab le 
God, or rather Devil, lying at Snap and Catch, 
to damn Men, whom he is fo far from forgivii ig 
their own Sins, that he puniſhes em for thoſe 
they not only never committed, but never 
knew or heard of, vi g. thoſe of their Fathers, 
Grandfathers, ec. and ſo up to Adam, thus 
making Original Sin unpardonable, and not 
to be waſhd away by Baptiſm, 

Theſe are thoſe falſe Brethren unawares 
brought in, who come in privily to ſpy out our 
Liberty which is in Chriſt Jeſus, that they 
might. bring us into Bondage, to whom we 
gave Place by Subjection, no not for an Hour, 
that the Truth of the Goſpel might continue 
with you, Gal. 11. 4, 5. For there are certain 
Men crept in unawares, who were before of 
old ordained to this Condemnation, ungodly 


Mien, turning the Grace of our Lord Je ſus 


Chriſt imo Laſerviouſneſs, and denying the 
only Lord God, and our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
Jude 4. Theſe are thoſe falſe Teachers, who 
privily bring in damnable Hereſies, even de- 
nying the Lord that bought them, and bring 
upon themſelves ſwift Deſtruction, 2 Epiſt. of 
Peter ii. 1. For many Deceiters are entered 
into the Werld, who confeſs not that Jeſus 
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Chrift is come in the Fleſh”; this is a Deceiver 
and an Antichriſt, 2 Ep. of John 7. Moe un- 
to you Scribes and Phariſees, for ye pay Tithe 
of Mint, Anniſe, and Cumin, and haue omit- 
ted the weightier Matters of the Law, Judg- 
ment, Mercy, and Faith : Theſe ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other undone, 
Mat. xxiii. 23. But our Saviour ſays, in vain 
do they worſhip him, teaching for Do&rines 
the Commandments of Men, blind Leaders 7 
the blind: And if the blind lead the blind, 
Loth ſhall fall into the Ditch, Mat. xv. 9, 14. 
Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, 
for ye ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſi 
Men; for ye neither go in your ſelves, nei- 
ther ſuffer ye them that are entring to go in, 
Ch. xxiii. 13. But if ye had known what this 
meaneth, I will have Mercy, and not Sacri- 
fice, ye would not have condemned the guilt- 
lefs, Ch. xii. 7. But be ſhall have Judgment 
without Mercy, who hath ſhewed no" Mercy, 
and Mercy rejoiceth againſt Judgment, James 
ii. 13. And our Saviour ſays, Judge not, that 
ye be not judged ;, for with what Judgment ye 
judge, ye foal be judged; and with what 
Meaſure ye met, it ſhalt be meaſured to you 
again, Mat. vii. 1, 2. Go ye and learn what 
that meaneth, I will have Mercy and not Sa- 
crifice , for I am not come to call the righteous, 
but Sinners to Repentance, Mat. ix. 13. Vos 
unto you Scribes and Phariſees, for ye devour 
Widows Houſes, and for a Pretence * 
LD | Ong 
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bong Prayer; [therefore ye ſhall receive the 
greater Damnation, Mat. xxiii. 14. Note there- 
fore bebald the Lord hath pnt @ lying Spirit 
in the. Mauth of all theſe thy Prophets, and 
the Lord hath ſpoken evil concerning thee, 
1 Kings xxii. 23. For the "Myſtery of Iniqui- 
ty doth already work, only be who now letteth 
will let until he be taken out of the way, and 
then ſball that wicked be revealed, whom the 
Lord ſhall conſume with the Spirit of bis 
Mouth, and. ſball deſirey with the Brightnefs 
his Coming,” even him whoſe Coming is af- 
ter the M or king of Satan, with'all Power and 
Sigus, and lying Wonders, and with all De- 
ceivapleneſs of Unrighteoufneſs in them that 
periſh, becauſe they received not the Love. of 
the Truth, that they might be faved. And 
fer this cauſe God ſball ſend them ſtrong De- 
 byfien, that they ſhould believe 4 Lie. That 
they all might be damn d whe believed not 
the. Truth, but had Pleaſure in Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, 2 Ep. Thefſ. ii. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 
Through you the Name of God is blaſpbemed 
among. the Gentiles,” Rom. ii. 24. And tho'-it + 
be impoſſible but that Offences will conie, yet 
woe unto him thre whom they come; it were 
better for bim that a Millſtone were hanged 
abont his Neck, and he caſt into the Sea, 
Luke xvii. 1, 2. For ye outewardly appear 
righteous unto Men, but within ye are full of 
Hypocriſ and Iniquity, Mat. xxiii. 28. Not 
conſidering that a haſae ver ſhall keep the whole 


Law, 


. 
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Law, and yet-offend: in one Point, be is guil 
ty. of. all : Fon be who! ſaid, Do not conmuit 
Adultery, ſaid alſe, Do not Hill. Now if 
thou commit no Adultery, yer F thou Kill, thor 
art become a Tranſgreſſor of the Law, James 
ji. 10, 11. But not gibing heed to Jewiſh Ts 
bles, and Commandments of Men that tuen 
from the Truth, Titus i. 14. And cruciſ a 
themſelves the Son of God afreſb, and put him 
to an open Shame, Heb. vi. 6. St. Paul bids 
us ſtund fuſt in the Liberty wherewith Chri 
bath made s free, and be not entang 
again toit h the Nute of Bondage, Gal. v. T. 
In nothing terrier by our Adverſarits, which 
is to them an evident Token of Per dition, but 
to 1 of Salvation, and that of God. For un- 
to 1 at is given in dhe Behalf of Chriſt, nor 
only to believe on bim, but alſo to 1 Job. 
"biz ſake, Phil. i. 28, 29. But St. Peter fays, 
If ye ſuffer for Righteouſneſs fake, huppy are 
Fe; und be not afraid of their Terror, neither 
be troubled, but ſanttify the Lord God in your 
Hearts, and be ready always to give an Mi. 
ſwer to every Man that aſter you, # Roa- 
* ſen Mile Hope thet is in you, 1 Pet. iii. 14, 
15. Which I have endeavoured to do with 
Plainneſs and Truth, hoping it may contribute 
fomerhing to the delivering ſome welhmean- 
ing People from that blind Thraldom, and 
| ſpiritual Tyranny under which my Friend 
[\ Commins and his Crew at preſent hold hem: 
Which if it do, [have my Aim, * 
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think my ſelf more than recompenſed, if I 
might fay with Job, Becauſe J delivered the 
poor that cried; and the father/eſs and him 
who had none to help him. The Bleſſing of 
him who was ready to periſh came upon me, 
and I cauſed the Widow's Heart to fing for 
Foy. I put on Righteouſneſs, and it cloathed 
me, my Judgment was as a Robe and a Dia- 
dem. I was Eyes ts the blind, and Feet was 
Iro the lame; Iwas a Father to the poor, and 
the Cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched out: 
And I brake the Jams of the wicked, and 
plucked the Spoil out of his Teeth, Job xxix. 
12, 13, 14,15, 16, 17. For if thou faint in 
the Day of Adverſity, thy Strength is ſmall, if 
thou forbear to deliver them that are draum 
unto Death, and thoſe that are ready to be 
flain. If thou ſayeſt, behold we knew it. nat, 
doth not he that pondereth the Heart conſider 
it £ And he that keepeth the Soul, doth net he 
know it 2 And ſhall he not render unto every one 
according to their Works 2 Prov. xxiv. 10, 1 1, 12. 
For the Rod of the wicked ſhall not reſt upon 
the Lot of the 8 left the righteous put 
forth their Hands unto Iniquity, Pal, cxxv. 3. 
Huis enim virtutem amplectitur ipſam 
Premia ſi tollas. | 
as the Poet well fays; and there is nothing 
more certain, than that all Religion, and indeed 
all Government, is founded on the juſt and 
equal Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſh- 

ments where they are deſerved. - 
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